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Nature and Scope of Surveys 


During the spring and early summer of 2004 surveys were conducted along a section of the 
Santa Clam River and its tributaries near Valencia, California (Figure 1). Surveys were focused 
on determining presence or absence of yellow-billed cuckoo, least Bell's vireo and southwestern 
willow flycatcher, and followed U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Survey Protocols for the latter 
two species. Numbers of all species observed were noted, and, in addition to the three species 
noted above, special attention was placed on locating species considered rare and endangered or 
of Special Concern, and on determining numbers of brown-headed cowbirds. 

Each survey was conducted on foot by observers well acquainted with visual, auditory and 
behavioral characteristics of southern California birds. Survey routes were designed to cover all 
areas of each section of the river, with emphasis placed on wetter habitats where least Bell's 
.vireos and other sensitive riparian species are most likely to occur. All surveys occwed 
between 6:00 and 10:OO a.m. Iffocus species (yellow-billed cuckoo, least Bell's vireo, and 
southwestern willow flycatcher), were not visually observed, tapes of their calls were played in 
an attempt to elicit a response. Personnel for all s w e y s  were Daniel A. Guthrie and Judith A. 
Sugden, both working under Federal Msh and Wildlife Service Permit number TE810394-2, 
issued under section lO(a)(l)(A) of the Endangered Species Act and under an MOU from State 
of California Department of Fish and Game, dated April 23,2003. 

To facilitate s w e y s  and observe the coverage guidelines for focus species, the area was 
divided into eight sections (Figure 1). Delineation of the eight areas and comments on each 
follow. Surveys of aU sections of the river system were conducted five times during the nesting 
season and followed the Revised Protocol (Fish And Wildlife Service, July 2000) for 
southwestern willow flycatcher. Several sections of the river (Areas 4,6-8) had no running water 
or wet riparian vegetation and were not considered suitable habitat for least Bell's vireo. 
However, areas 1-3,s had flowing water and wet riparian vegetation. These sections were 
surveyed according to the protocol for least Bell's vireo as outlined by the Fish and Wildlife 
Service. This latter protocol requires 8 surveys between April 10 and July 31st, at least 10 days 
apart. 



Habitat Condition and Bird Observations. 

The riparian zone of the Santa Clara River, as described here, consists of two major habitat 
types, a wet riparian zone and a dry riparian woodland. The wet riparian zone consists of 
obligatory wet plants such as cattail and watercress found in continually moist soils along the 
active river channel and some willow, tamarisk and Baccharis shrubs also found in this zone. 
This zone undergoes regular scouring in the winter which removes most annual vegetation and, 
depending on the severity of the flooding, some of the larger plants. These plants gradually 
repopulate the riparian zone, becoming completely established by July. 

The dry riparian zone consists of larger trees and shrubs further back from the active river 
which obtain moisture through their deep mot system. During 2004 rainfall was minimal with 
the result that in this zone annual plants were found only in a few areas that received runoff from 
nearby suburbs and agricultural fields. 

Observations of all birds are shown in Tables 1-8. The numbers shown are of birds seen and 
heard, with heard individuals forming the majority of the observations. Numbers vary between 
censuses. Bird activity varies with season. Different species breed at different times of the year. 
In general, species are most easily observed when they are actively defending territories by song 
during the establishment of breeding pairs. Once pairs are established and nesting begins song 
often decreases and the numbers of birds observed, therefore, also decreases. After young leave 
the nest, numbers observed may increase. Thus, for most resident species, numbers of adult 
birds are most accurately censused in April and May, when territorial activity is at a maximum. 
A few species such as Anna's hummingbird that nest early in the season may be underestimated. 
Many species that nest in the area also migrate through the area to more northern portions of 
their ranges. Thus, numbers of nesting species observed in May, which include migratory birds 
passing through the area, do not give an accurate count of actual resident birds. 

Area 1 (Table 1).Santa Clara River; The Old Road Bridge to the mouth of Castaic Creek 

Length of section, 3.5 miles. The Santa Clara River flows continuously in this section, 
receiving most of its flow from the Valencia waste water outfail near the upstream end of this 
section and from some irrigation runoff from Magic Mountain and agricultural fields along the 
north side. 

Along the upper portion of this section, wet riparian vegetation forms a narrow strip along the 
main channel of the Santa Clara River. This section was little damaged by spring flooding. The 
extensive willow riparian zone near Magic Mountain and along the agricultural fields north of 
the river also was not damaged. Scouring did occur further downstream towards the mouth of 
Castaic Creek. Least Bell's vireos nested near Castaic Junction and white-tailed kite nested in 
the dry woodlands towards the mouth of Castaic Creek. 



Area 2 (Table 2). Santa Clara River; McBean Parkway downstream to The Old Road. 

Length of section, 1.4 miles. Although the Santa Clara River has flowed continuously in this 
section in past years, in 2004 flow was very low. There was no flow from McBean Parkway west 
to the pipeline crossing where seepage within the stream channel began a small flow. This flow 
stopped at the railroad crossing. Seeps near Interstate 5 provided flow between Interstate 5 and 
The Old Road. Lack of water resulted in their being little wet riparian vegetation during most of 
the survey period. The wet willow forest near the mouth of San Francisquito Creek was 
carefully surveyed for focus species as migrating willow flycatcher have been seen here in 
previous years. None were found this year. 

Area 3 (Table 3). Santa Clara River; Bouquet Canyon Road downstream to McBean 
Parkway 

Length of section, 1.2 miles. Water, supplied by the Saugus wastewater outfall at the Bouquet 
Canyon Bridge usually flows the length of this section but this year the western half of this 
section was dry. This resulted in a reduction in birds that prefer wet riparian vegetation, such as 
song sparrow and yellowthroat. 

Area 4 Fab le  4). Santa Clara River; Bouquet Canyon Road upstream to DWP 
transmission lines. 

Length of section, 2.3 miles. The river channel in this section consists of a broad, flat,dry 
wash with narrow margins of dry riparian woodland. Withii the channel are areas of coastal sage 
scrub habitat. This section of the Santa Clara River in past years has been wet only briefly 
during spring rains and due to water release from pumps one mile upstream from Bouquet 
Canyon Road. This section was completely dry during all surveys this year. This resulted in the 
almost complete absence of riparian species such as song spanow and yellowthroat. 

Rufous-crowned sparrow and loggerhead shrike, resident on hillsides along the river, were 
observed visiting the stream channel. Aside from migrants, most of the other buds observed in 
this section are characteristic of coastal sage and dry riparian woodlands. 

Area 5 (Table 5). Castaic Creek; Route 126to Interstate 5. 

Length of section, 1.8 miles. Except for pockets of wet vegetation formed near imgation 
runoff channels, and remnant puddles from spring water releases near the middle and lower part 
of this section, the creek was drymuch of this s$g. Despite this lack of permanent wate; 
flow, many wet riparian species (song spanow, yellowthroat, nested successfully. Cliff and 
rough-winged swallows nested under the three bridges that cross this section of the river. The 
extensive willow forest on this section where least Bell's vireo once nested has matured and was 
dry much of this year . Two willow flycatchers were observed here in late May but could not be 
refound on any subsequent visits. 



Area 6 (Table 6). San Prancisquito Creek; Santa Clara River upstream to Copper Hill 
Drive Crossing. 

Length of section, 2.5 miles. Along most of this section the riparian zone consists of a broad 
sandy channel. In the upper part of this section the creek is bordered by land undergoing 
development. Coastal sage scrub plants occur within the channel as do sections of dry riparian 
woodland consisting mostly of cononwoods. Although some water releases fiom upstream 
dams occurred during the winter months, no water was present during the survey period except 
along short sections due to suburban runoff at Copper Hill and at the Decoro Drive crossings 
Barn owls nested under the Copper Hill bridge and a Cooper's hawk nested about !4 mile south 
of the Copper Hill crossing. 

Area 7 (Table 7). South Fork of the Santa Clara River; McBean Parkway to Magic 
Mountain Parkway (Route 126). 

Length of section, 1.0 miles. The channel along this section of the South Fork is narrow and 
very sandy. Along most of this section vegetation is restricted to a narrow band of dry woodland 
at each side of the channel and a few pockets of wet vegetation supported by runoff from 
adjacent development. No flooding occurred on the South Fork and perennial vegetation was 
poorly developed due to the lack of much spring rainfall, The canail marsh near the confluence 
with the main channel of the Santa Clara river was soured by spring floods and lack of water 
f+om the main channel resulted in no new.growth during the study period. 

Area 8 (Table 8). South Fork of the Santa Clara River, Route 126upstream to Newhall 
Creek 

Length of section, 1.4 miles. This section of the river consists of a wide sandy channel 
intersected by several concrete sills designed to restrict sand movement and flood damage. The 
river is entirely bordered by developed areas but contains small islands of dry riparian vegetation 
and some wet riparian areas formed by runoff fiom culverts along the sides of the creek. No 
flooding has occurred on this section of the river in recent years and riparian vegetation around 
these culverts continues to develop into areas of cottonwood and willow woodland, resulting in 
the continued increase in riparian species along this section of the river. 

Comments on Threatened and Endangered Species 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo (Caccyzus americanus) 

The Yellow-billed Cuckoo is listed as a State Endangered Species. Despite playing taped calls 
of this species during June and July surveys, no individuals of this species were observed in 
2004. 
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Southwestern Willow Flycatcher (Empidonax traiNIi d m w )  

This subspecies is listed as Federally Endangered under the Federal Endangered Species Act. 
Willow flycatchers were once widespread in wet riparian woodland in southern California but 
now fewer than 70 pair remain, with the major concentrations being along the Kern River and 
the Santa Margarita River in San Diego County. Following the Revised Protocol (Fish And 
Wildlife Service, July 2000) five surveys (see tables 1-8 for dates) were conducted specifically 
for southwestern willow flycatcher. All s w e y s  occurred between 6:00 and 10:OO am. and used 
taped calls to elicit a response if flycatchers were not first observed. 

A single willow flycatcher was observed on the South Fork of the Santa Clara river on June 
11.This bird did not call until atape was played. Two willow flycatchers were observed on 
Castaic Creek on May 3 1". One of these birds was located by its calling. Despite attempts to 
relocated these buds on subsequent visits, they wuld not be relocated. 

Willow flycatchers are fairly common migrants through southern California and most of the 
migrants are believed to be of the more northern common subspecies of willow flycatcher, E. t. 
brekferi,which breeds throughout southern Canada and the northern United states, rather than 
re~resentatives of the southwestern subsneciei E. t, extimus. Southwestern willow flvcatchers 
ark positively identified primarily by nesting within the gwgraphic area of their range or by 
measurements of in hand specimens. Both observations in 2004 were at a time when the 
northern subspecies is migating through the area, and lacking any subsequent evidence of 
nesting, this observations of a willow flycatcher cannot be positively identified as belonging to 
the southwestern form of willow flycatcher. 

The report forms required for this species are attached and will be forwarded to the Ventm 
Office ofthe U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

Least Bell's Vireo (Vireo6elliipwiUw) 

Surveys of the wet riparian areas (Areas 1-3,5) followed U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Guidelines for least Bell's vireo. Eight surveys were conducted between April 10 and July 3 1 
(see Tables 1-3,5 for dates). All surveys occurred between 6:00 and 10:OO am,. The least Bell's 
virw is a very vocal species and most birds were located without the use of taped calls. 
However, tapes were used to elicit responses in early spring, before vireo arrival, in late summer, 
when vileos were less vocal, and in areas of marginal habitat or where vireos were expected 
from previous sightings but could not be heard. A calling vireo was considered a territorial male. 
If a second, silent bird was observed in the same area, a pair was considered to be present. 

6 




However, to avoid disturbance, no efforts were made to find nests, locate with certainty females 
in territories, or to locate fledged young in established territories. Numbers of vireos shown in 
Table 1 are actual numbers of birds observed. These numbers include all vireos, both singing and 
silent. In order to avoid disturbing vireos, no special efforts were made to determine nesting 
success or presence of leg bands once birds were observed. However, at each location where 
vireos were found, they were observed at least once, and no leg bands were observed. 

Least Bell's vireos were regularly observed along the Santa Clara River at Castaic Junction in 

an extensive stand of willows (Figure 3, area 7). An early survey (May 1") found 10 singing 

birds, but 4 of these were not found in any subsequent visits. .Vireos were regularly heard in at 

least six locations and are thought to represent mated pairs. Although vireos have been present 

in previous years along Castaic Creek (Figure 3, area 6), none were found there this year. 


Comments on Sensitive Species 

Great Blue Heron (Ardea herodiw) 

Great blue herons are listed on the California Natural Diversity Data Base as a species that 
warrants monitoring. Herons were occasionally observed along the Santa Clara River at Castiac 
Junction. No nesting was observed 

Great Egret (Ardea alba) 

The great egret is listed on the California Natural Diversity Data Base as a species that warrants 
monitoring. A single individual was near Castaic Junction in early Spring. There was no 
evidence of breeding. 

White-tailed Kite (Elanus leucurus) 

This species, formerly the black-shouldered kite, is considered a Species of Special Concern 
by the State of California. A pair of kites nested near the railroad bridge between the McBean 
crossing and Interstate 5 and a second pair nested in the dry riparian woodland near Travel 
Village west of Castaic Junction. A third pair may have nested along the upper reaches of San 
Francisquito Creek. 

Cooper's Hawk (Acclpifer cooperii) 

Cooper's hawk is considered a Species of Special Concern by the State of California. A 
Cooper's Hawk nested along San Francisquito Creek a little below the Copper Hill Crossing. 
Nesting also probably occurred near Travel Village west of Castaic Junction and near the 
railroad trestle west of McBean Crossing. Single sightings of Cooper's hawks occurred on the 
upper section of the Santa Clara River and on South Fork. 



California Horned Lark (Eremophila alpeslris acfia) 

This is a California Special Concern species. Although none were observed nesting on the 
study site, homed larks are ground nesters that prefer bare hillsides arid abandoned fields. A few 
were observed feeding on bare fields and construction areas along Castaic Creek 

Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus) 

This is a California Special Concern species. Shrikes are resident in the coastal sage scrub 
areas adjacent to the Santa Clara River. A single bird was observed on June 27 above the 
Bouquet Canyon Crossing. This bird was hunting but there was no evidence of nesting in the 
river corridor. 

Yellow Warbler (Dendroicapetechia) 

The yellow warbler is considered a Species of Special Concern by the State of California. 
Yellow warblers prefer wet riparian habitat but are also found in large cottonwoods in drier 
riparian areas. Singing yellow warblers were observed throughout the survey period along 
sections 1,2 (mainriver from McBean Parkway to Castaic Creek) and 5 (Castaic Creek) and 
probably nested in these areas. Observations in sections 3,4,6 and 8 and occurred only during 
the migration period. 

Yellow-breasted Chat (Iceria virens) 

The yellow-breasted chat is considered a Species of Special Concern by the State of 
California. Chats were observed throughout the survey period along the Santa Clara river 
between the Old Road and the mouth of Castaic Creek. 

Southern California Rufous-crowned Sparrow (Aimophila rificeps canescens) 

This species is considered a California Special Concern species by the Department of Fish 
and Game and is also a Federal Special Concern species. A few birds visited the the river 
channel near Castaic Junction and a mile above the Bouquet Canyon Rd crossing. In both areas 
there is extensive coastal sage habitat adjacent to the river in which this species breeds. 

Tricolored Blackbird (Agelaiw tricolor) 

This species is considered a California Special Concern species by the Department of Fish 
and game and is also a Federal Special Concern Species. A small colony of Tricolored 
blackbirds nested one year in the 1990's along Castaic Creek and in recent years, one or two 
sightings of migratory individuals have occurred most years. In 2004 there were no sightings of 
this species. 
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Lawrence's Goldfinch (Carduelis lawrencet) 

This species is a highest priority species on the Audubon Birds to Watch list for 1996 and is a 
Bird of Management Concern for the Fish and Wildlife Service. Small numbers of this species 
were observed along Castaic Creek and along the Santa Clara river between the mouth of Castaic 
Creek and the McBean Parkway bridge. This species is a resident in coastal sage habitat 

Comments of Brown-headed Cowbirds 

Although not a Species of Concern, comments about this species are warranted due to its 
influence on several endangered species. Cowbirds were regularly observed along all sections of 
the Santa Clara River, usually flying along the riparian corridor searching for either mates or 
potential nests to parasitize. Cowbird females often responded to taped calls of least Bell's Vireo, 
Cowbird traps were operated throughout the study period just north of the Valencia Wastewater 
outfall (section 1). 

Summary 

No yellow-billed cuckoos were observed in 2004. Three willow flycatchers were observed 
durine the mieration Deriod for this s~ecies. Based on the behavior of these birds and failure to 
find Gem on &bseq;ent visits, they b e  thought to be migrants passing through the area. It is not 
known which subspecies these birds represented. Up to six pairs of Least Bell's vireos were 
regularly observed-at Castaic Junction. Additional territorial males observed early in the season 
could not be relocated in later surveys. 

Four riparian Species of Concern, white-tailed kite, Cooper's hawk, yellow warbler and yellow- 
breasted chat nested in small numbers along wet sections of the river. Other Species of Concern 
include two migrant or wintering species; great blue heron and great egret and three visitors 
from nearby coastal sage scrub habitat; homed lark, loggerhead shrike and rufous-crowned 
sparrow. Cowbirds were numerous along the wet sections of the river where the wet riparian 
species that they parasitize were present. 
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. 
..: 

... . ..
' . ,  . . 

i 2 .  	 - . . 
; : -. 1fGeGas $&eyed l&t year, did you survey thcsame general&athis$xr7 'If no, summarize in commentsbelow. . .. . Yes./ 

- .  . .. . : . . . 
 . . . . 	 . . . . 	 . .  . .. . .  	. 
A 	I ~ege&!idn~Ikacteristics:~v$;all,'a~ethe specieshitrkdshrublayer at this site comprlsedpiedominantlyof (check one):

' 

.. . . . .. .Native broadleaf plants 
. . 


... . . - G O  :Mixed hative and exoticplan& (mostly natile) 

. . (entirely or~almostentirely,includes high-elevation willow)


. . .  
*.: . . . d hiixed nativeand exotic plants (niostly exotic) Exbtidinhoducedplanls (entirely or almost entirely) 

. . . . .. . . 


, ,:: .idedify the'2-3 pridominant Vedshrubspecies;>ottonwood, willow, tam~lsk 
-	 . . 

. . .  


: . ...~"e tageh. 	... . . 

. .  . 


eight ofcanopy: -40 	 (specify &its). fl. 

. ~as'surfak yet. . , 

. .
water or &turatedSoil present at or adjacent to site7 

. -pistanceh m  the site to surface water or saturated soil:. (specify units) 
. .  	 .: . . 

Did hydrological conditions change significantlyamong visits (did the site flood or dry out)7 No (circle one) 

Ifyes, describe il l  comlneutssection below. no wuter present wxcept fur 50 yd sectiun trickle in center of section 


. . .  . 	 . . 
. ' 	 ~ e m e ~ b e rto attach-aXerox copy of a USGS quadliopographical map (REQUIRED)of the survey area, noting the survey site k d  

. :, lpcatlon of.WlFL detections. .Yo\lmly also include a sketch or aerial photograph showing details of site lowtion, patch shape, 


' survey route in relation to patch, and location of y y  willow flycatchersor wlllow flycatchernestsdetected. Such sketches or 
I. . 	 photographs are welcomed, but DO NOT substitute for the required USGS quad map; . . .. ... ~ 

. . . ' 	Comments (attsch additionalsheetsif necessary): . . 
. .. . . . . . 

. 	 . . 
. .' SanG Clara River flows.discontinuoqslyalong this section of the river. Water is provlded by hvo sewagetreatment 

. . .. .: m e r e  was no natural flowduring the survey period. 
. . 





. .. 
. . . . 

. . Willow Flycatcher Survey and Detection Form (rev. 4/98) . . 

. . . . . . . 
. 

.. 
. . . 

. - .. 
.., . 

'.. . . .'. . 

 q NO. . .' . . ' 

. . . 
.. .. . .  . 

. 
.. 
. 

. . 

. . Was site suweye8 in previous &? Yes NO Drainage ~ao ta~ l a r a~ i v &  .~. , 

' . . . ifyes, what site name was used? Uover Santa Clara River. section 5 . . . 
. .  - , County -Los State-CA- ... ' 'hgeles USGS Quad Name.~ewhall--'.-' 

~. 
. .  .: . Is copj of USGSmqp marked w f i  suNey .area and WIFL slghtlngs anached (as required)l Yes

. .: Site Coordinates:.Start: N-34 25h06- W 11836.755 UTM: . .  . . . . . .  . 
Stop: - N-34 26 W11837 UTM '20% 

.~le;ation- 950-1027ft. feet /meters (circle one) . . 

' . ' - ' N w e  of Reerfing Individual D a n C u t h r i e  Date Report Completed 7 / 2 0 / 0 4  

SubmUthe orlgirtai of fhlsform Relaln a copyfor your recbrdr. 
" , . .  . . 

. . . . . . . 

. . . .  



. . . . . 

. . . 


. - . . . . 

. ~: , .Fill thefollowing information complefc?&. Submil originalfor% Refain copyfor your records. 

. . .  . ~ 

. . so me of ~ e ~ o i t i ~ ~ n i l i v i d u a l  Guthrie . 'Phone # -909 60728%6-Dan . . . . . 

. . 
 . . 


. :~ffiiiation.~~lare~ont~oliege~ 
. . .  

Emaii dguthri@sd.ciaiemont.edu.
. . .  . . 
? > : .~. 


.. ., site ~ame-casl+i Creek 
. . 

. . 

:.Did youxqrify that this site name is consistent with that used inprevious years7 Yes No 7 (circle one)
. . . 
~. -%is is.e&tion of qit%,ppviouslylumped asuppeiSanta.Clam River, section 5.
. . 

. . .  

. Maiagement.~uthorityfor Survey Area (circle one): . . 


. . . . . .  
'.' .
, .., 


.. .. Pidk& . . - . . . 
~ . . . ~. .

. 
, . 

. . .  

:. . . . . . .  of-, : Naine .~ 

. : i .  . . :.. . . .. .

 . . . . 

~ u r i $ i & i / ~ o d t y .State .,Tribal. '.PrJy& . .

. . 

~@agement :~n$&. .  or Owner (ig., ~ o n t o ~ a t i i n a l 
. Pores!) -~iwhaiiLand.Co.~ 

 ! . . . . . . ..
. .. . .. 
, . . .  

(specify units. e.g., miles -.:. 

meters -m)'. .  . area s&iyc$:2Le.?gthof mi, kilometers'- &,miles-! ,  . : . . . . 
. . .  

: idyou you. . . . . . . .  during eachvisit to this slte this year7 Yes I If no, summarize'in com&tsbelok.
. i.w+eythe same geg6ral~ 

. . .  . . .-
. . If site was s.@eyed last Year, did you s w e y  thesame general +a Yes! If no, summarize incomments below.. . . .  this Year7 

. . , .., . . , .. . . 
. - ~ .. . . : 

. . . .  ,. . . . . .. . . .  
. ..... . . . . .  the specidin.treelshrublayeraithis-sitecomprisedpredominantly of (check one):. ' . ~ ~ g e i a t ~ d ncharacterkti&: ~ve&ill.B ~ B  

. . .. . .  ... . .:., . . . . . Native broadleafpl.ahts 
.. 

: .
. . 

. . )Ijiq Mixed native and.exotiipl~ts.(mostiynative) . .  

. . . . (entirelyor almost entirely, includes high-elevation wiildw) 

. .  ~ . Mixed n&ve.&d exotic plants (mostly exotic) plants (entirelyor almostenthiy). O 0 ~ x o t i d i n t m d u ~  , ... ... . .  

. . 

.' . ' Identify the'2-3. predominant Iree/s.hb species: ~Comonwood,willow, marjsk. .. . . .  
. . .  

. . . . .  

. . berage hsi&t ofcanopy:.~40fl,, ( s ~ c l f ytlni(s)
. . . . . . 
: . . .. . . 
. . . . .  

'.w&surface weter or s a ~ h t e dsoil at or adjacent to site? No See comment ,' 

.Dis&e . . .  the site to surface water or saturated soil: see commentfrom. . . .. . . .  . . 

Did hydrological conditions change significantlyanlong visits (did the site flood or dry out)? No (chic  one) 

If ycs, describe in commentr swtion below. no water present except for 50 yd section trickle in center of scction. 


.: Rkmember to attach a x e i x  copy if a USGS quadltopographical map '(REQUIRBD)of the survey area, noting the-surveysite anti-
. .location ofWIFL detectioni You may also include a sketch or aerialphotograph vhowing details of site location,patchshape, 
. survey mite in relation topatch, and'iocation of any willow ilybfchers or willow flycatcher nests detected. Such sketches or 
. . phatagraphs are welcomed, but DO NOT substitutefor the required USGSquad map, 
. . .. 
. . 

'6xgments (attach additionalsheets if necessary): 
. . . . 

. . .  
'. -- Watei 4 this swan of Castaic Creek cqmes from releases liom:Castaic am:?Sterewere no release during the surveywried. 

. . 
: .  Some residential mnoff was present at upper siction of survey&.$a but the rest of the creek wnidty. Nearest aater in Santa Clara 

-. .. --
Jl~etimiog of this s i p h t e s h  ~ e b ~ d ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ! ~ p ~ ~ h ~ p y p . htho area. Its idcntilv to suh~peciesis not kq0.w~ 
It lnav have be1one.d to a subsoecies other than southwestern. -. --





. . . ( . . . .. . . . . . 
.. Willow Plycatcher Survey and ~eteetion Form (rev. 4/98)' ., 

. . ... . 

. :  ~ 

-
Site ~*me-santa Clara River above Bpuquet Canyon rd: . - . y$$y&liggf6. .. 

. 

. . .. 
.. 

. .  . . . . -. . .  . . 
. Was site surveyed in previous year? Yes No Drainage Santa Clara RiV& .. . , . . . . .  .If y e ,  what site name was l i d ?  same as-above . .  . .. . .  

, ' . Couniy -Los ~ngeles  State-CA- USGS Quad Name. Newhall- . . . 
. . 

~ 

. ..., 
. . . . . . . 

Is iopj of USGSmapkqrked wlfh suwey area and WIFLslghtlngs onached (asrequkd)  f l Ye.nNo : . ' . 
. . Site Coordiiat~:.Stan:, N 3 4  25.415 w i18 32.399 UTM : . . 

.. . 
. .. 

. . .. . Stop: N-34 25.515 W 118 30.125 UTM Zone& . . 
. . . . -.Elevation-1 125-1320-ft. feet / meters (circle one) . . .  . . . 

. . 

Name of Repoeing Individual D a n  Guthrie Date Report Completed .7/20/04 
" , 

. . 

Submit thp orlglnal of thisfork ~ e f a l na copyforyour.recor&~ . .' 

. . 
, . 

- .  . . . 

. . .. :.. . . . . .... . ... . . . . .. 



. . ~. . . 
. . . . . . 
. . ., . .. 
" . . : .-Fillin thef~llowin~informationcomple<ely.Submit originalform.. .Retain copyfor yolii records. 
. .. . 
: v a 6 e  ~ f ~ e ~ b r t i n gIndividualb a n  Guthrie . . . . .  'Phone # -909 607-2836 

. .. .. ~ . . 
. , : Amtiation -c~are,mbnt dil!egei 

. . 
Email--dguthrie~sd.claiemont.edu . .  . .  

. . . .  . . .  . . . 
:. . . . .
: .... ~ite~ame-~tinta'clara&Ye; above boquet Canyon Rd. . . 
:- - did yopverify that this site name is consistent with that used in previous years? . ~ 

. . 
' 

: This is asection of sife ppiously lumped as upper Santa.Clara River, section 4. . . . .  
. . . . . . , , .  . . '  

. . . .
~ ~ a ~ e m e n t ' ~ u t h b r i t y. . . .  for Suwcy Area (circle opk): 

. . . . . . . . . . , . .  .. . : .
%ak+ . . Municjpal/~obty ~ $ i e .  ..~ribal & 

.. . .  . . . ... . 
: ~ & eof~ a n i ~ e ~ e " t ' ~ b i i , t yor dwner (e.g., National ores st) -~ewhall~ a n d k o .  

.. . . . . 
. .:. . . . . 
: . .  . . . . 

. . 
: . . tength'qf area s!&eyed: -2 miles- (specifyuni&, e.g., mil& =mi, kilonieters =km, meters =m). .. . . . ~... .. . . . . . 

.. : ~ i d ' . ~ o u ~ s t i r v e ~ . ~ e s a m egeneral area during each visit to this site this year? Yes 1' If no, summarize in comments below. . .. . ..~ . . . 
. ;. . . 

. . . ~ 

- . . l f s i ~ :wassurveyed last year, dia'you s k y  the same general area this yes./- If no, summarize in commentsbelow. 

. .  . .. . . . . . . . . 
: . ~&ei.ation~haracterikics:~eral l ,are the G c i e s  Ireelshrub layei at this site~om~rised~~redominantl~of (check one): . . ' .. . . . :Native broadleaf pl* .. . . . . .  . . . ... . .  . . . . . . . Mixed native and exotic plan~(mostlynative) 

, .  . . . . . (entirely oralmost entuely, includes high-elevation willow) . . . 
. . . \ 

. . , a:Mixednative. . .  and exotic plants (mostl$ exotic), ~xotidinlroduckdplants (entirely or almb~tentirely). . 
. .. .  . 

: ,.Identify.. the 2-3pr$domidant pee/&ub sp6ci.w: '-~o&onwo~d, ~ a c c h ~ i s ,tamarisk. . 
, . . .  .. .. 

.,' . 'Average. . .  height ofcanopy: -30 .. ft.lifpresent,. (specify units) * 
. .. . . . .  

. . 
' .  .Wassuif$ix wat* or saturated soil present at or adjacent to site? No .' 

I Distance from.the site to surface water or.saturated soil: -water startsat downstream end of section,- (specify units) 
. . . . . ., ' -Didhydrological conditionschange significantly among.visits (did the site fleod or dry out)? No (oircle one) 

" . If yes, dwribe in comments section.below. no water present except for 50 yd section trickle in center of section. . 

Remember to attach a Xerox copy uf a USGS quad/topogmphicalma]] (REQUIRED) urthe bwey  area, noting Ula survoy site and 
lofation of W L  detections. You may also includo a sketch or aerial photograph showing details of site location, patch shape, 
s w e y  mute in rclation to patch, and location ofany willow flycatchersor willow flycetcher nests detected. Such skelcheo or 
photographsara welcomed, but DO NOTsubst~tutefor Ule required USGS quad map. 

. . 
::: comments (attach additional sheetdf necessary): . ' 





. :  . . 

Willow Flycatcher Survey and Detection Form (rev. 4/98)' . . . .  . . 

. . .  . . .  
. . Wassite surveye3 inprevious year? Yes NO Drainage Sqta ClaraRiver . . . .  :. . ,  . .  

. , . . . - If yes, what site name.was used? sameas-above . . .. . .
Counj. -%s hge les. . . . 	 State-CA- USGS Quad ~ame.~ewhall-  . .. 

. . , .i 


. . . . .  

Is cop3 of USGSmap morked with suivey area and WIFLsightings anached (as re4uire&J2'~@Y&IJ I& ' . 

U T M :  . .SiteCoordiiat~:.Start: N-34 251631 	 W 118 33.899 .
. ': . . . . 	 . . . . .  . . Stop: N-34 27.752 	 W 11833.047 UTM . - Zone' ; . . -~ 

.. . ,Elevation 1 1 2 5 - 1 3 0 0 . A .  feet / meters (ciioleone) 	 . . . . 
. . .  . . . . . . . . .  

.: 	
**FgI in additional site infirmation o iback 'of  thispage:?* . . . . , 

'. . . .  Survey #, . ~ate(m/d/y) Numba ~riimatcd Estimated Nsrl(r) Cowbirds Prcxnssof ' .commcn(r a b o u ~ t h @ ~ & ~ ~  
. . of WiPLs Numbcr Numkrof Found? Ekteclcdl i,ivcsuxk. (c.g:cvidence of pairs OT 
. . .  OkeNcr(s) ' Surveyiie .Pwrd o f  Pain T i t YorN Y orN - Rcccnt . .breulingnumbcrpfrmrs, n&t 

. . . . .  sign . .mnlcnts ornumbabf flid'gss 

. . . . y b r ~. sceA.pofcntial threats) .. 
. 

. . .  : 	 n . . .  ~.(iuthrie , 
D"CS/17 0 0 0 . n n 	 . . . . .' .  . . 


; . start 6 3 0  
. . 

. . . . . .  

. . . . . . .  
. . . stop 8:30 

. . . .  . . . . .  

. . . . .  
... total hr9 . . . . 


.. .. -2.0-	 . . 
. . 

N 

D. G@rk Date 611 I 	 . . . :0 0 0 n n . . . . .  

.. 

start 6:30 .\ 
. . 
. . Slop 8:30 	 . . 

. . . .  
total h n  i2- . . 

N 
. : 

. D.Ou(hric -Dat8 6'26 0. b 0 , '  n n 	
. . 

. . . Slsrf 6:30 	 . 
. . 

Stop 8:30 ' 

. told hp-2.0- .. 	 . . 
. . 

N 

. . . . .  D.0uth;ie D"e 716 0 0 0 n n 

. . 
. . . s&I 6:30 	 . . 

.stop 8'130 	 . . . . 
,. . . 	 . . . . 

fatal h n  2.0 	
. . 

. . 

. . D. Gulhrie ' Da" 7/17 - 0 . . 0 0 n n N 
. .. . . . .  

slsrf 6:30 
. . 

' .. 	 'stop 8:30 
. . 

total hn 3.0-

. . Qverali site Summary Adulo . Paif8 Tenitoriw Nsso Werc any WFQ mlor-bsnded? ' No 

: (TOMWIYmidwt WLE) o 0 o 	
i fya ,  repitualor mmbinatiai(r) in rhs wnimmts sti ion 
on back ofform 

: . 
., - ' Total survey hrs-10.0-


. .. . 


Name of Reporting Individual _Dan Guthrie . Date Report Completed 7 R 0 1 0 4  : 
Submll the orlgtnai of Utlpform fiefain a copy foryour records. . . 



. . 

: .-. . '.. FiN in f h ifollowi~ginformaiibn cotnplefely. Submit originalform Refain copyforyour records, . . ' 


. . , . 

. ~ a m eof Repdrting Individual-Dan Guthrie . '. 'Phone # -909 607 2836 . . 
, : 

SiteName-San Friincisquito'Creek 

-. :Did youverify that this site na. . 

:. -Thisis s-section of sire pre
. M&agement.Auth~rity for Su. ,  . .  .. .. 

. :  
. . 

- .  
.. 
. Muiri'c$a~CouMy , ~ e d e ~ . . -

. ... .. ... . . : .  . . . .  . . .  . 

. . - .. of Management.Entity..'-Name . . . 
. 

me is consistent with that used in previousyears? Yes No ? (circle one)

viously lumped as'uppei Santa Clara River 

rve'yArea (circle one):
 . . . . ~. 

- s tribal.sfate 
. . 

or ~wnei(i.g:,Tonto ~a t iona lForest)-Newhall Lnnd Co. 
~. . . 

: . . .. ,. ~ . . .  . .  . 
- .. . ...::.. ... ... . . . . . . 

i.. .... . . ofp& su&e)'ed: -2 m i l e s i  (specifyunits, e.g., miles =mi, kilometersL km,meters = m) .e n &  . . .  . .. 
'- id ~ o u ' s w ~ y . ~ e , & e . g e p i m lareaduring eachvisiitothis sitethis Yes./ 

. . 
... . If no, summarizein comments below. .. . 
. :. :~. .  . .. .  : :.. . . . . . 

. . .  ~fsi tewassurveyed last year, did you s w e y  the.samegeneral a&a this rear? Yes1 If nd, summarize in comments below. 
. .  . . . . .. . . .  . . . .. 

. 

. 
. 

. 
.-. - .. 

. 

, .  . . 
. . - . .' .. ire the species iNtteelshiublayer at thissite comprised.predominantlyof (check . . .,&g&ion Characteiistici: ~ v i i a l l ,  

.. . '. .Native broadleafplaits
. .  . . . 
. . 
., 
. . 

. 

.. 
. 

. 
. . .  . XXE! ~ix@nativeandexotic'~lants.(mostl~. . native) 


(entirelyor almost entirely, includes high-alevation willow) 
. . 
. .  - ... . 0 Mixednative andexotic plants (mostly exotic) ~xo~dinlroduced. . 0 plants (entirely or almost entirely) 

.. . 


.. . .Identify the.2-3. dridominant t ree/shb speciei: ~Cotrtonwood,wi!lovi, tamdsk .... . - .  
-. . . .  . . 


. ~ver&eheightofcanopy:,>O it (specify unlG)
. . .  . . 

. . . . 


: ..Was;usace witer or s&huaied.ioil present at or adjacent to site? No waterpresent only.for 5'0yds.ln middle of section. 
' 

~istanc..£rom thesite to surface water or saturated soil: (specify units)
. .  . 

Did hydrological conditions chmge signilicantly among visits (did thc site flood or dry out)? No (circle one) 

If yes, dzsctibe in comments sr3ctiun k low.  no water p w c l ~ texcept for 50 yd section bickle in center of section. 


Rtll~~emberto attach a Xerox copy of o USGS quadflopograpt~icalmap (REQUIKED) of the survey area, noting the survey site and 

loeation of W E L  dctcctions. You may also include a sketch or aerial photogruph showing dcta~lsof site location, patch shape, 

survey mute in relation to patch, and location of any willow flycatchem or willow flycatcher nests detected. Such sketches or 

pi~utogmphsare welcomed, but DO NOT substitute for the rcquaed USGS quad map. 


. .  . 
: . C%xqments.(attach additional shffits if necessary): 
. . . . .  . . . 

: ' .spring runoff dccurred in March;There.. ,was no flowing water present during the surveyperiod except for small area of suburban 
: &off in middle ofsection. . . 

. . 
. .. . . .  


,. , 
 . . 
. . 





.. . . .. 
Willow Flycatcher Survey and Detection Form (rev. 4198) . ' . ' . '. . '. 

@2%ka . . . . 
. , .~ . .

. . .. 
Drainage Santa Clara River . ' ,  : . . . ~ 

. .  . 
State-CA- USGS Quad Name. Newhall- . . .  

, .,. . 


.WFL sight/ngsattached (as reQulred)?X(II Yes P . NO

Wi18 32.354. .UTM:.: . .  
.. 

w 11833.7i0 UTM . Brie-
 one) . . 

Site~ame-south Fork ii%
. . . 

. 
. 

. 
- .Wassite'surveyedi n  previous y c d  Yes 

Ifyes, what site name.was used? ' South Fork 
Colinty-.as'Angeles 

, ' .  

. . 
. .. marked with sufvq.areaand IS cbPj of U S C S ~ ~ ~  
' . Site ~oordina*. Start: N-34 '23,735 . . . . . . 

. 
.. .. . ' Stop: 3.3-34 25.507' 

... . . Elevation-1.120- 1200 fl. . - feet I meters (circle

. . 
Name ofReporting individualD a n  Guthrie. ate Report Completed _7/20/04 . . 

. . 

. . 
Submiithe orlglnaloffikform Reialn a copyforyourrecar&, . . ~ . .... 

. . . . . . 

. . .., '.-..~--....~ .... . .... - ..'... . . . . . . .~ ... . ..-,..-



. . . . .  . .' 

. .~. . . . . 
, . 

- . FINin ihefolfowirig information concpletely. .Submit origindlform. Retain copyfoiyour records. 
. . . . . , 

:. .Name of ~ e p d ~ g. . ~ndividu~l-Dan Guthrie . Phone-# -909 607 2836 . . 
.. . . . 

. . . .' . Affiliation-Claremont Collegci . . . 
, - - . Email dguthrie@sd.cIaiemont.edu.... . . . . . . . 

, Site me-south ~ o r k ,~ a n t aCIA~ i v e r - - . . 
. Didyou verifythat-this site name is consistent with that used in previous years? Yes No ? (circle one)~. Thisis a section of slte previously lumped asupp i  Santa ClaraIQver 

' : . M'ysgement Authority for S w e y  Area (circle one): . . 
. ... . . . . . . . . 

- - ..::. :.~ e h e . d .. .  . .  ~ui~ici&C$int~ .Siate. ,Tribai. 
.. . 

. . . .,: Name of ~anagement~ i i i t yo r ~ w n e r(i.g., p onto ~ationalporest)-~ewhallm d  CO.. . . .. ;.. . 
, . ... .. . . . . .  . . 
. . 
: . ,lxngth:of speyed:  -2'&iles- (specifyunits, e.g., miles =mi, kilometers=km,meters = fnj. . .  . .. . . . 
, .. Did. .yo*survey. thk samegeniral area-dkbigeach visit tp this site this year7 Yes 1 If no, summarize in comments below. , . . . 

.. . . . . . . 
. . 
, '  : . '  - If iite was surveyed last year, did you survey thisame general area this year? Yes! If no, summarize comments below. . ~ ' . . . . 

. .
,' .. vegetation d&t&is$cs: Ovimll,'are the species intfedshiub layer at h i s  site c~~p;isedpredominantl~of(checkone): 

. . .. . 1. Native broadleaf plaits 
,: 

. . ' 11110 Mixed native and exoticplants (most'iy native). . . . 
. . . .  ... (entirely or awost entirely, includes higb-elevation willow) 
. . . . - ~ i x gnative and exotic plants (mostly exotic) 0 ~xbtidintroducedplants (entirely or almost entirely) 

. .. . . 

, . ' ~denfifythe 2-3 p+dominant treelshrub speciesi-~otqonwood, willovj, tamarisk . . 
. ... . .  . . . .  

.. , . .. 
: .' .Average height of canopy: -301. (specify units) 

. . 
. . 

' 

.~as.bwfacewiter or i ak tedso i l  p k e n t  at or adjacent to iite? N o  water present only in three spots due to suburban runoff. ' , .'. . .:. . pimce'fiom . the.. site to surfacewater or saturated soil: (specify units) 
. . 

.' . Did hj;dmlo~idconditions change significantlyiunbng visib(did the site.flood br dry out)? No (circle one). 
: . :If yes, deicribain comments section below. newater present except for 50yd section trickle in center of section. 

Remember to attach a xerox copy of a USGS quadhopographical map (REQUIRED)of the survey area, noting the survey site and 
localion of WlFL detections You may also include a skatol~ur aerial photograph showing details of site location. pdcls shop, 
survey route In rclaUon to patch, and location of any willow flycatchers or willow flycatchernests detected Such sketches or 
photographs are wclcomcd, but DO NOT substitutefor Ute required USGS quad map. 

. . . . 
. .. . 

' ' prnmeitb (attach additional sheets.ifneeessary): 
. . . . 

-. .NOflowing water along this section. There were'small puddlqdue to ~ n o f f&om neighbo~gsublirbs. These support stands of 
: pttonwobd where flycatcherwasseen. Non singingand time of observation suggests a northem subspecies.. . 
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